
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

School Accessibility Plan 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2007 - 2010 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hanson School Disability Access Plan 
 

 
Hanson School/RMM Page 2 of 5 Policy Issued July 2007 
 

The Plan 
 
 
Introduction 
 

1 Improving Access to the Physical Environment – reviewed 2009 in the light of the 
BSF design.  The design is now fully DDA compliant.  
  

2 Improving Access to Information and Improving Access to the Curriculum - has to be 
resigned in 2010 to promote opportunities for listening as part of the Deaf 
Management Process.  It is proposed that a sub committee of HI people from the 
new ARC will form a steering group to continue to monitor and evaluate the 
Accessibility Process 

 
The Disability Action Plan should be seen in the light of the school’s strong belief and 
desire to subscribe to a vision of inclusion and service to the local community. We see 
this plan as complimenting our approach to Special Educational Needs and an 
opportunity to extend our ability to welcome parents and children from all walks of life 
into our school. 

 
The plan is of necessity propositional.  Some of the desired improvements can only be 
accomplished within the scope of our BSF proposals. 
 
 
Implementation 
 
Our current building has been identified as lacking fundamental DDA requirements. We 
have made improvements to steps, handrails, etc., but would expect a coherent DDA 
compliant building to be in place for Spring 2010. 
 
 
Context 
 
Hanson School was originally built in 1968 and has been extended in 1972, 1990 and 2001.  
It is a wide spread site on 3 floors and is characterised by having many changes of levels 
which make it difficult to be DDA compliant.  Further changes will be undertaken in 2009. 
 
Much of the DDA work has been piecemeal and the school will use its BSF rebuild to put a 
coherent access plan in place. 
 
Ramp entrance to the ground floor is available at the main reception entrance only.  A small 
(parcels) lift is available in one of the modernised school blocks; this provides only partial 
access to the 2nd and 3rd

 
 floor of the school. 

The school has a specific group of Visually Impaired students for whom some building 
provision has been made – safer steps, more hand-rails and better transport access.  These 
youngsters access wider curriculum opportunities using spectator support staff, Braille and 
enlarged texts. 
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Hanson School  -  Access & Vision 
 
Our avowed intention is that we fulfil each of these 3 categories to the best of our abilities. 
 
Everyone has an equal opportunity to participate and receive services according to their 
needs. 

 
• Individuals are respected and their contributions are valued. 

 
• All levels of the organization provide fair, appropriate and accessible educational 

services to all. 
 

Hanson  School Accessibility Plan 
 

IMPROVING ACCESS TO THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
TARGET ACTION RESOURCES TIMEFRAME OUTCOMES 

1. Undertake a 
Premises Audit to 
provide information to 
create an agenda to 
promote access to the 
physical environment as 
part of our BSF 
research 

• Undertake initial review 
of premises from 
perspective of 
wheelchair access 

 

• Invite wheelchair user to 
visit the school to further 
add to audit information 

 
 

• Expand audit information 
to include reference to 
hearing and sight 
impairment to improve 
access for VI & HI 
visitors. 

Time:  refer to 
LEA DDA advice 

Research through 
Summer 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed by 
Spring 2010 
 
 
 

School’s audit 
information details 
requirements to 
make the school 
more accessible to 
children or parents 
who require 
wheelchair access 
 
Specific 
improvements 
made to assist VI 
and HI students. 

2. As part of our BSF 
work to audit curricular 
provision against 
premises to ensure that 
the school curriculum 
can be accessed by all 
children through ground 
floor classrooms 

Consider all subjects of the 
National Curriculum. Audit 
all downstairs classrooms 
and assess which rooms 
can be amended to cater 
for the whole curriculum for 
disabled children of all 
ages 

 Spring 2010 School can ensure 
that the National 
Curriculum can be 
made available to a 
disabled child 
through a specific 
ground floor 
classroom 

3. Act on audit 
information to improve 
wheelchair user access 
to ground floor. Ensure 
that the school 
curriculum can be 
accessed by all children 
through ground floor 
classrooms 

• Ramped access to as 
many school entrances 
as is reasonable  

• Disabled Toilets to be 
incorporated into 
scheme for 
redevelopment of toilet 
facilities? 

Within BSF 
budget 

Spring 2010 Wheelchair access 
facilitated for all 
areas of the ground 
floor 

4. Consider the 
necessity for drawing up 
plans for better  lift 
access to upper floor 
area 

• Consider appropriate 
location and possible 
impacts of such 
decisions on other 
provision within the 
school 

No commitment 
to the detail of 
costing required 
at this point. 
 

Cost of  
development of 
plans  =Time 
15hours 

Plans to be in place 
for Autumn 2008 
(process to be 
accelerated should 
need arise) 

School has in place 
contingency plan 
for fire escape and 
lift to upper floor 
should other 
adaptive measures 
prove unsuitable or 
impracticable. 

5. Decoration –Ensure 
that all newly decorated 
areas use a 
differentiated colour 
scheme to aid the 
movement of visually 
impaired pupils 

• Utilise the expertise of 
EB in deciding colour 
schemes for doorways, 
steps etc. 

Part of 
maintenance 
schedule 

On-going Room and corridor 
décor assist the 
mobility and 
centering of 
children  
with visual 
impairment 
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IMPROVING ACCESS TO THE CURRICULUM 

TARGET ACTION RESOURCES TIMEFRAME OUTCOMES 
1. Ensure that the 
School’s Approach to 
Teaching and Learning 
reflects disabilities 
requirements 

Review curriculum policies 
according to review 
schedule to ensure that 
they all have a statement 
referring to inclusion and 
access to the curriculum 

Time allocated 
for leaders to 
review policy 

According to 
agreed policy 
review schedule  
 
Completed by 2008 
 

Whole school and 
curriculum policies 
reflect Hanson’s 
inclusive culture 
and guide new staff 
in successful 
inclusive policies 

2. School’s SEN 
procedures support all 
pupils, including those 
with disabilities such as 
ADHD, dyslexia, Downs 
Syndrome and 
language disorders as 
well as children with 
physical disabilities 

• Head + SENCO to 
become familiar with 
current analysis of 
disabilities and barriers 
to learning. 

 
 
 
 
• School to develop 

resource bank of 
definitions and advice 
on how to 
accommodate and meet 
the needs of children 
with physical or 
intellectual disabilities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• School to continue to 

develop links with 
outside agencies who 
can support work with 
children with identifiable 
disability to improve 
curricular provision 

Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Purchase of  
appropriate texts 
to inform 
professional 
development 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of training/ 
twilight time to 
develop links 

Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Begin process 
Autumn 2003 
then on-going 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Begin process 
Autumn 2003 
then on-going 
 

School Leadership 
can drive 
professional 
awareness on 
current disabilities 
affecting learning 
and 
recommendations 
for supporting 
curricular provision  
 
Staff become more 
professionally 
aware of the issues 
and advice with 
regard to barriers to 
effective learning. 
School’s inclusive 
culture is supported 
by teachers 
recognising need 
for professional 
awareness of the 
needs of all the 
children in the 
school 
 
 
School’s agenda 
and SEN process is 
fully supported by 
expertise of Outside 
Agencies. 

3. Learning Materials 
support access to the 
curriculum for all pupils 
– including those with 
different disabilities 

• Following an audit of 
needs, resources are 
purchased to support all 
learning needs. Audit 
will highlight areas 
where resources are an  
impediment to learning 
for certain pupils and 
school will effect 
purchase of appropriate 
materials 

Curriculum 
budget to be 
used to reflect 
full diversity of 
need. Leaders to 
ensure that 
budget bids 
reflect this 
consideration 

Spring 2007 –then 
annually (School to 
have contingency 
to support any new 
arrival with specific 
disability) 

School’s learning 
resources fully 
support the needs 
of all children within 
the school. School 
to have contingency 
for the purchase of 
any curricular 
resources needed 
to support the 
arrival of any new 
pupil with distinct 
disability 
 
 

4. To ensure that the 
school’s resources 
successfully promote 
the achievements of 
adults and children of all 
abilities 

• Leaders to be aware of 
disability stereotyping in 
the purchase or 
resourcing and to 
ensure that  purchase of 
literature and visual 
material reflects the 
capabilities of all 
members of our society 
 

Within subject 
and year group 
allocations  

Spring 2007 then 
on -going 

School’s resources 
reflect pupils and 
adults of all abilities 
and avoid 
emotionalism and 
stereotyping  
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5. Access to the 
curriculum outside the 
general classroom 
activities: sport, 
educational trips, 
WASPS etc 

• PE co-ordinator to liaise 
with SENCO to ensure 
no exclusion, steps 
taken in advance to 
ensure participation in 
residential journeys   

Time for liaison On going No pupil excluded 
(within reason) from 
any school activity 

 
 

IMPROVING ACCESS TO INFORMATION 
TARGET ACTION RESOURCES TIMEFRAME OUTCOMES 

1. Make school 
prospectus available in 
a variety of formats to 
support prospective 
parents with disabilities 

• Create Large Print 
format prospectus (A4 
size) to be stored in the 
office  

 
• Research possibilities 

of audio recording of 
prospectus text  

 
• Research possibilities 

of Braille format 
prospectus 

 

Cost of 
photocopying 
initially 
 
 
Cost and time 
 
 
 
Cost and time 
 

Spring 2010 Large Print format 
prospectus available. 
 
 
Prospectus 
information available 
to visually impaired 
parents in a variety of 
formats 
 

2. Consider the content 
of the Parents’ 
Handbook to think 
about a “plain English” 
version 

• Ask some new users to 
make suggestions as 
to change of content 
and readability 

Time and 
willingness 

October 2007  Depends on the 
findings 

3. Extend range of 
communication 
available to 
parents with disabilities 

• Utilise Local 
Government expertise 
on effective methods of 
communication 

Cost of time to 
research and 
to produce 
documentation 
(at present 
unquantifiable) 

LEA guide to be 
produced Summer 
2007 – School to 
assess implications 
by Spring 2007 

Other key documents 
considered for 
production in other 
formats (e.g. 
Newsletters, reports 
etc) 

4. Consider a loop 
system in the main hall 
to aid adults (and in 
doing so children too) 
with hearing 
impairment. 

• See Physical 
environment 3 (b) 

   

Comments 
Target 1: A Large Print Format can be produced without too much difficulty and stored in the office –but quality would not 
be of the highest order. School needs to consider carefully “message” of new format to disabled parents 
Target 2: Whilst the school would like to build up a library of important documents as a contingency for the induction of 
any new disabled parents, the financial reality of the current situation is likely to determine that documents are likely to be 
made available as and when need arises. 
 
Policy Written    July 2007 
 
Endorsed by    Senior Staff 
     Governors 
 
Policy implemented   July 2007 
 
To be updated   Annually 
 
Last Updated  July 2009 
 
Signed by Chair of Governors: 
Date: 
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