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Focus on  

Drama  
 

The department has seen much activity across the key stages.  Miss Shewan 

successfully set up a KS3 drama club which performed an innovative piece of 

drama at the Eco -friendly Christmas Fair, Miss Shewanõs next  

project with the club is ôCharlie and the Chocolate Factoryõ; auditions have  

already taken place and roles have been cast, including some Year 10 students 

playing the adult roles.  
 

New Staff in Drama  
 

We welcomed three new members of staff in September.  Catherine Hall (an ex 

student), our new Drama Technician, Mr Saunders (ex student), volunteering 

alongside Ms Bolser for two and a half days a week and Miss Shewan our new 

Drama teacher.  
 

Year 12 & 13 students had the opportunity to audition for Mr Saunderõs  

Theatre Company ôBig Gunsõõ.  Mr Saunders comments: 
 

ôI studied at Hanson and was the first male to complete the BTEC course; I 
continued my studies at Wakefield College and went on to receive my BA HONS 
in Contemporary Performance Practice from Leeds Metropolitan University.  
Whilst at university I realised that teaching was the route for me.  
 

I have worked with students from all key stages and am extremely impressed 
by their phenomenal talent and commitmentõ. 
 

Year 11 Performing Arts  
 

Both Year 11 BTEC groups have recently performed an  abridged version of 

Shakespeare's ôA Midsummer Nights Dreamõ.  Miss Whitleyõs group chose to 

perform very successfully to a public audience. Many students gained a  

Distinction for their work.  Lisbeth Splawn (Helena) says:  

ôAfter preparing for the show for three months the cast were ready to  
perform and the turnout was great. On the night we proved how hard we had 
worked. I thoroughly enjoyed this experience and want to thank everyone who 
came and supported us on the night.õ 



Year 12 & 13 Performing Arts  
 

Year 12 showcased an evening of monologues in December, often very  

touching, moving yet hard hitting: We are all very excited about the two  

devised pieces being performed in a couple of weeks; the innovative ideas 

and commitment from the students have been very refreshing.  
 

Year 13 recently toured their T.I.E piece ôScary Playõ in two Leeds schools, 

as well as performing to the whole of Year 7 at Hanson.  Gabi Fawcett, who 

played ôLouõ, had this to say about the whole experience: 
 

ôTouring Scary Play was a challenging experience, which we thoroughly  
enjoyed. As we have never toured a play before it provided us with new  
aspects of theatre to consider e.g. Set size, technical equipment and  
transport..  We enjoyed playing younger characters to a younger audience, 
who seemed to appreciate our efforts. We hope that you will come to see 
our final performance before we leave you forever!õ 
 
 

Candlelight Concert  
 

The Candlelight Concert 2007 at St Cuthbertõs Church was a great success 

once again.  Helen Attwood from Year 8 opened the concert skilfully and  

beautifully with the first verse of ôOnce in Royal Davidõs Cityõ and then the  

audience joined in.  This was followed by other excellent individual and  

ensemble pieces.  Miss Whitleyõs drama group told the story of ôChristmas 

around the Worldõ and ôThe Christmas Typewriterõ in their very funny and 

very talented way!   Both Pop Choir, led by Mrs Middleton and Vocal Group, 

led by Mrs Lambert sang fantastically well and created a beautiful seasonal  

atmosphere.  Afterwards, the packed audience helped themselves to mince 

pies and mulled wine (provided by Mrs Rogers) and went home full and happy.  

Thank you to everyone who took part this year and made it so successful.  

See you again next year!  

Sixth Form Art Trip  
 

On the 26th November, students from the Year 12 and 13 Art and Applied 

Art A Level took part in a very successful trip to several London art  

galleries:  the National Portrait Gallery, seeing the always controversial 

Turner Prize Retrospective at the Tate Britain and work such as Salcedoõs 

ôShibolethõ at the Tate Modern, a huge crack running the full length of the 

Turbine Hall as if an  earthquake has separated the corridor, representing 

the separation of western culture from the rest of the world.  This sparked 

an interesting debate on ôwhat art isõ, with students taking different stand 

points.  A rewarding and enjoyable day.  



Soul Band & Vocal Group  
 

This term both of our senior music groups, the Vocal Group and Soul Band, 

have some very exciting opportunities coming their way.  The Soul Band, led by 

Mr. Collins, has been invited to perform twice at St. Georges Hall in the  

centre of Bradford.  The first gig is in February at the highly prestigious  

Citizenship Awards which will have an audience including the Lord Major and 

various local celebrities.  The second is the Schoolõs Prom, a celebration of the 

talent across all Bradford Schools, and the theme this year is Bradford to 

Broadway. The band is going to be performing a tribute to The Blues  

Brothers!!  The Vocal Group has been improving dramatically over the last few 

years and is now at such a high standard that they are going to be entering 

into the Mrs Sunderland Competition in Huddersfield during February  

half -term.  As well as the choir entering, so are many of our talented solo 

singers and we will keep you posted on their success.   

Creative careers day  
 

On Wednesday 12th December, a selection of Year 9 pupils were chosen to 

take part in a creative careers day at the National Media Museum.  We were 

sorted into groups, along with two other schools.  The groups were;  

Documentary, Radio, Journalism and Photography, Television and Animation.  

We got a chance to find out what it was like in each profession, to record a  

radio programme, make a weather report, take pictures of different areas 

around the Media Museum, create a stop motion animation and finally create a 

documentary film about the day.  At the end of the day, we all gathered in the 

Cubby Broccoli presentation room and viewed each othersõ finished work.  It 

was a fun day and a great experience: You can view our work at: 

www.bradfordcreativecareers.co.uk  By Georgina Hewitt & Parisa Asgari ñ9D 

Scholastic book fair  
 

The Book Fair is to be held in the Learning Resource Centre (LRC) from  

Thursday, 31st January until Tuesday, 5th February, at lunchtimes and after 

school.  In addition to the sale of books, novelty stationery items and posters 

will also be on sale.  For every book purchased, you will be contributing  

towards free books for school.  
 

World Book day  
 

As a special promotion for World Book Day students may use a token to obtain 

£1 off any book over £2.99, from the Scholastic Book Fair detailed above.  

Tokens and more information are available from a member of the Library 

Staff.  



Head Teacher 

 
www.hansonschool.

Pathways 2008  
 

For Year 9 students this is the exciting time when they find out their  
pathway for next year and are asked to discuss, with parents and teachers, 
the elements of that pathway which suit their interests and aspirations.  
 

There are three pathways:  
 

Empowerment:    Core subjects plus a choice of three GCSE or   
      equivalent courses.  
Applied Empowerment:  An applied GCSE equivalent course, plus one choice  
      from a long list of other subjects.  
Encouragement:    A ômixedõ course, allowing students some time out of 
      school to develop vocational skills.   
 

The Pathways booklet will give you more details.  It would be good if  
parents would find the time to go through this with their son/daughter.  If 
you have any queries, please contact the school and we shall be glad to help 
out. Pathway consultations with students start this week and continue until 
the end of February.  

Year 11 practice exams  
 

From Monday 4th February, Year 11 will be sitting their practice exams.  
There will be no study leave for this period of time and students are required 
to attend normal lessons when not involved in an examination.  
 

What your child will need for the examination:  
 

Black/Blue Pen 
Pencil 
Ruler 
Specialised equipment, e.g. graphics, materials calculator etc.  

 

Equipment will NOT be issued.  
 

How you can help: 
 

Pin the examination timetable up so everyone is aware of when  
examinations are.  
Plan a revision programme.  Revision works best  in short sharp bursts.  
Revision needs to be active, making notes, mind mapping tapes.  
Ensure your child gets plenty of sleep and has a good breakfast.  

 

 


